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10 sénateurs américains ont écrit au secrétaire d’Etat aux affaires étrangeres, Mike
Pompeo au sujet de la crise sociopolitique des régions du Sud-ouest et Nord-Ouest du

Cameroun

lls demandent clairement aux Etats-Unis d’agir. « Nous répondons aux préoccupations
exprimées lors des récentes élections au Cameroun, a la crise actuelle dans les régions
anglophones du pays et aux violations des droits de 'homme liées a la crise », écrivent-ils
entre autres

Lire I'intégralité de la note
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Linited States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 70510
December 7, 2011

The Honorable Michael R. Pompeo

Secretary
U.S. Department off State
2201 C Street, NW

Washington, DC 20520

Dear Secretary Pompeo:

We are writing in response bo concerns that have been raised about the recent elections in
Cameroon, the ongoing crisis in the Anglophone regions of the country, and human rights abuses
related to the crisis and the campaign against Boko Haram.

Cameroon has become an increasingly important regional counterterrorism partner and the
Linited States has increased its commitment of security assistance in recent years. However,
rising tensions in the Anglophone North West and South West regions, coupled with credible
reponts of human rights abuses by the Cameroonian armed forces in those regions and the Far
North, where Boko Haram is active, have changed the tone of discussions reganding US,
SCCurity assistance.

Reports indicate that government forces are responsible for extrajudicial killings, the burning of
villages, torture, and other human rights abuses, including a much-publicized video reportedly
showing soldiers execuling two women, a child, and a baby they accused of being members of
Boko Haram." The violent death of American missionary Charles Wesco underscores the level of
bloodshed engulfing the Anglophone areas of the country. United Nations figures indicate that
mmazlmoc-mhu fled 1o neighboring countries and 160,000 arc internally
displaced,

In addition, recent elections were marred by irregularities and intimidation. Vioter turnout in the
Anglophone regions was reportedly “marked by apathy, and in some regions, outright fear,” and
driven to anprecedented lows by the military®s campaign against Anglophone separatists, * which
has ofien veered into human rights abuses against civilians. The results of the election remain

' Freudenthal, Emmanuel. = The O0d Don't Let Go': 36 Yioars of Rocky “Stability” in Paul Biya's Cameroon,”
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* LN High Commisssoner for Refagoes. 1N Human Rights Chicf dooply alarmed by repons of serious rights
breaches in Cameroon,” July 28, 2018
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' ¥ Donsell, befoosse and Robbie Gramer, “Cameroon®s Pasl Biya Gives 8 Master Class in Fake Democracy,”
Forcign Policy, Cxtober 22, 01 §. <hinps:iforeignpalicy com/ 201 8102 ol b ives~a-maner
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mmrdmed,nd multiple presidential candidates have petitioned fior the results 1o be
voided, citing allegations of ballot stuffing and intimidation * The program director for Central
Affica at the International Crisis Group told Fareign Policy that “{there is an emerging civil
m‘wmmwwmmﬁ&nﬂManuum

The 1.5, government should make clear to the government of Cameroon that, while we remain
dedicated to the fight against Boko Haram, our commitment 10 human rights and the rule of law
umummuw partners o share that commitment. We must also
emphasize the critical importance of a political solution to the crisis in the Anglophone regions,
support civil society groups to ensure that elections are free, credible, and transparcnt, and offer
our gssstance as mediators. The United States should impose ssnctions on individuals found to
have committed gross violations of human rights, consistent with the law.* In addition, we will
work with our colleagues in the Senate 10 assess whether additional conditions should be
imposed on security assistance to Cameroon.
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dedicated to the fight against Boko Haram, our commitment to human rights and the rule of law
is steadfast and we expect our regional partners to share that commitment, We must also
emphasize the critical importance of a political solution 1o the crisis in the Anglophone regions,
wmmmummm-uﬁu,mﬂﬂ;wmmm
our assistnce as mediators. The United States should impose sanctions on individuals found 1o
have commitied gross violations of human rights, consistent with the law.* In addition, we will
work with our collcagues in the Senate 1o assess whether additional conditions should be
imposed on security assistance to Cameroon.

We lock forward to working with vou on this critical issue.

Sincerely,
@Jﬂﬂﬂm I i J. Durbin
United States Senator United States Senator
I .
Edward J. Markey i Cardin
Linited States Senator United States Senator

* Dionne, Kim i and Landry Signé “Cameroon’s election sill in't decided. What happens next™™ The Washingion
Post, Dictober 12, 2018, %.WWIMMMW
m-camerooes-chections atm _termr=. 07e TASHS Sl
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someone nesponkitle for “extrajudicas! killings, sorure, or other gross vielsions of & jenally recogmized
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ineligibic for LS. entry foreign officials imvobved in ~gross viokssion]s] of human rights.~
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Tim Kaine Kagahia D. Harris

United States Senator United States Senator
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